Electric Youth
Missionaries Spark New Hope
Summer vaca-
tion offered a
variety of op-
portunities to bask in
the sun, create memo-
ries, play sports, and
explore unfamiliar sur-
roundings. However,
many others spent time
during the summer
serving as missionaries
for their churches.
"A mission is per-
forming free labor to
better a community,"
explained Shelly
Narum, who attends
Hope   Presbyterian
Church. Their youth
group wrote to an orga-
nization for information
on needy communities;
they chose Tennessee
from a list they receiv-
ed.
Youth groups helped
many underprivileged
communities by repair-
ing condemned build-
ings, teaching Bible les-
sons to children, and
leading Worship ser-
vices.
While in Vashti, lo-
cated near the border of
Florida and Georgia, St.
Paul's United Methodist
Church built a sidewalk
and installed an irriga-
tion system to improve
the appearance of the
city.
"It took us three days
to build the sidewalk,
and four to perform oth-
er minor repairs," said
Debbie Gross.
Trinity Presbyterian
Church traveled to Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania,
last summer to improve
social conditions. They
converted a con-
demned building into a
functioning school.
After completing re-
pairs, the missionaries
held Bible school there
for needy children.
Jennifer Moore ex-
plained, "The highlight
of my trip was teaching
Bible classes to poor
children. They were so
thrilled to learn! I really
felt like I was doing a lot
of good."
The cost of taking a
trip varied depending
up on the distance of
travel, the length of
stay,  and  number of
A
community   service
projects completed.
"Our trip cost a little
over $300 each," said
Trish  Montgomery, a
member of Hope Pres-
byterian Church.  "We
stayed one week and!
replaced an entire roof
and painted that house.
The cost of repairs my|
group performed was:;
approximately $2000."
"Going on a mission,
especially in your own
country, really changes
your life. It is hard to
understand  the  way
people's lives can be;
awful. I've realized just
how lucky I am," said*1
Mary Wynn. 4|b
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